The African

BAOBAB:

a giant
multipurpose tree

_Fath Q_____ acts
Oﬂf clmmge 06- e

Thiz is the future situation of the sector (o These are catalytic elements that fociiitate and This is the deseription of the infervention logfc are the direct or indirect long-term
which the intervention aims to contribute accelerate the achiewement of the objective to to contribUte to the expected changes ond ronmental effects
ovier the naxt 10 years. bring about the desined change. impacts. vention.
-{g—, Transitioning from a_—Fully ABS Emptlona! =, Coordinated A halistic approach Creationef  Backab
gathering / harvesting  (Access and m B sporach e sustainalslie woodland
ma ng =y ot -

@»mmamm Benefit Sharing) through suppert  Shalll challenges related ect Y

sactor compliant organizatiens to resources and

Supply l‘-h!h loeal communnities in E‘i%
the development of
( the industry.

Capacity to increase
H production from existing

Enha local forest landscape resources.

and regional value
addition

ONGOING INITIATIVES

These are actions structured around a shared visicn to achieve
the intervention's GQFECUUES

Cultivating baobabs as Formulation of a Bacbab
market garden crops for leaf Sector Development Plan,
preduction ; example of the as part of the ABicSA

Beog Puuto project in projet. Implernentation by
Burkina Faso the ABA.

i— flowers and fruits in

_\r,_\'l Grafting techniques :
,\ {~ less than 5 years

DEVELOPMENT CHALLENGES

These are specific objectives to be achieved by the intervention
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DEVELOPMENT OBSTACLES

These are elements that stand'in the way of the intervention’s objective

o el ¥ £l
-z][ ) = ) Lack of funding &3 Lack of data on the extent and health
H}B_"-J for research H_ of the Baobab resource deross Africa
f

AJOR PRODUCTION
AREAS

Baobab is found in more than 30 African countries.
wWest Afriea and Southern Africa are the maln preduction reglons.

Inconsistent quality \ /
of Baobab products

—

=
OPPORTUNITIES

= These are favorable actions or moments that facilitate

7 Superfood market Is growing rapidly the achievernent of intervention objectives

u”” wordiwide (with 7% annual growth

e Increased regional
expected over the next five years), DDDI]I]

markets in Africa

, Interest of donors in the |
- um-'nlnpmr_tnt of the sector

il
nl.n!iu| The African Bacbab Alliance (ABA):
AUNE] 3 pan-African industry association

L

N L ISU T

VAN _

) 1 .?l
AFRICAZ AfricaDays.org ‘® Alliance

S0S SAHEL



AFRICAN BAOBAB

ADANSONIA DIGITATA L.

7 - Data on the extent and health of baobab resources across Africa are
=& inadequate.

- The African Baobab exhibits remarkable resilience and strength:
« It thrives across diverse climates and varying rainfall levels
= Its bark is fire-resistant

= It shows no susceptibility to diseases and insects, though it is
vulnerable to animals.

- Various pressures, particularly human activities, are reducing baobab
populations in natural habitats. Nevertheless, the baobab is not
classified as an endangered species.

Boobabs are found in over 30 Sub-Sahoran African countries,
thriving in hat and dry elimates,
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- Culturally significant, the baobab tree is often believed to host
spirits.

- Baobab is a multipurpose tree: every part of the baobab is
traditionally utilized. Its seeds, leaves, roots, fruit pulp and bark
are edible and used for multiple medicinal purposes.

- A majority of baobab harvesters are women, often with children
participating. They have to climb trees to harvest the leaves,
which increases the risk of accidents and sometimes leads to
fatalities.

- Research teams have developed techniques for cultivating
baobabs as market garden crops and grafting techniques that
have shown promise in accelerating fruiting to within five years.

- Two baobab products show the greatest market potential:

- 0 Baobab fruit powder is considered as a ‘superfood’ due to its
very high nutrient content.

- o Baobab oil, valued for its antioxidant, anti-inflammatory, and
moisturizing properties that aid in wound healing and skin
rejuvenation.

- Baobab exports gained momentum in 2008, following approval
of baobab pulp as a novel food ingredient in the European Union
and the US. Since then, the baobab industry has seen substantial
growth.

Support organizations have been instrumental in developing the baobab industry. Taking over from the work done FETM_N
by PhytoTrade Africa, the African Baobab Alliance, established in 2018, serves as a Pan-African industry association BAOBAB
representing over 70% of baobab powder and oil exports from Africa. Key export market brands are also members. ALLIANCE
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